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768 Mountain Ranch Road
P.O. Box 668
San Andreas, CA 95249
209 754-4468 Telephone
Fax (209) 754-2675

Summary
June 3, 2015
Cardiac Testing Presentation by Dr. Virgilio

Attendance was 24 plus staff. Of the 24 in attendance there were 17 surveys turned in
with the following results;
Please take a moment to tell us how you liked this event and how we can improve on it.
On a scale of 1-10 with 10 being the best please circle the number that best describes
your experience.
1

Over all how did you like this event?
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14 selected an experience of 10
1 selected an experience of 9
2 selected an experience of 8
Comments included; Great speaker, informative information, very knowledgeable, very
polished, Dr. V. is truly passionate about cardiology, excellent & informative, excellent
overview. One survey suggested getting more information on cardiac issues in our local
population.
Was the facility adequate?
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15 selected an experience of 10
2 selected an experience of 9
Comments included: Very comfortable, delightful,
What would you like to see done differently?
Suggestions: Extend offer to more staff, serve the dinner a little earlier in the meeting,
perhaps a little shorter talk, add a dessert.
Considering future educational forums what topics would you like to see
presented:
Cancer, Management of ESLD, topics in geriatric care, case presentations about
successes and failures of ESI in Neck and lumbers and when to refer to surgeon or
brachio therapy, DM updates, Psyche, diabetes, dealing with narcotic addicted parents,
diagnostic imaging, HTN, end state CHF DM Management, evaluation pain, orthopedic
test for different injuries to do on exam, ICD-10, COPD, pulmonary.
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ACHD Update for May 2015

Annual Meeting
Based on the feedback received from the attendees, the Education Committee, chaired by Bobbi Palmer,
should be quite pleased with their efforts to provide presentations that were well aligned with the Annual
Meeting theme of “Creating the Healthcare District of the Future.” Thursday’s keynote speaker, Gyre
Renwick, Head of Google’s Health Industry, created a considerable amount of enthusiasm among the
audience with his comments on how Google sees technology influencing the health care industry. If you
were not able to attend the Annual Meeting you may find a copy of the program here and copies of the
presentations online at My ACHD. Please mark your calendars for the 64th Annual Meeting to be held
May 4-6, 2016, at the Monterey Plaza Hotel in Monterey, California.
Petaluma Healthcare District was recognized as the Healthcare District of the Year; you may find the
Petaluma nomination here. Matt Rees, Chief Executive Officer at Mayer’s Memorial Hospital District
was recognized as the Legislative Advocate of the Year; a summary of Matt’s efforts on behalf of
Districts may be found here. Dr. Daniel J. Ullyot and Dr. John R. Ungersma were recognized as Trustees
of the Year; you may find Dr. Ullyot’s nomination here and Dr. Ungersma’s nomination here.
Collectively, ACHD’s 63rd Annual Meeting was a huge success. View pictures from the event here.

Board Elections
Julia Miller, Chair of the El Camino Healthcare District Board, and Jerry Kaufman, Treasurer of Palomar
Health Board, were elected to the ACHD Board. You may find the 2015-16 Board of Directors Roster
here.

Legislative Updates
ACHD is pleased to announce that on May 28, 2015, the Assembly voted to adopt ACR 69 (Chavez) and
declare May 2015 as Healthcare District Month. ACR 69 recognizes the essential role Healthcare
Districts play in the communities they serve throughout California. Read ACHD’s press release on the
adoption of ACR 69 here.
The Legislative Session is about half way over, with the fiscal committee deadline passing on May 29,
2015, and the house of origin deadline on June 5, 2015. All bills must pass out of their respective houses
by the deadline to continue moving forward this year. Find an update on all legislation with an ACHD
position here and Hot Watch bills here. Additionally, log in to the Advocacy Center on My ACHD to
find detailed information on legislation, including support and opposition letters.
Read ACHD’s most recent legislative alert on important measures that passed out of the Appropriations
Committee last week, here.
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ACHD 2015-16 State Budget Updates
The Legislature is currently in the midst of budget negotiations, with the looming constitutional deadline
on June 15, 2015. The Budget Conference Committee began meeting this week to hash out the different
versions of budgets passed by the Assembly and the Senate. Conference Committee members are
Senators Mark Leno (Chair), Ricardo Lara, Jim Nielsen; and Assemblymembers Shirley Weber (ViceChair), Richard Bloom, and Melissa Melendez. Read ACHD’s support letter for items under
consideration by the Conference Committee here.
The Conference Committee began meeting on Monday, June 1 and started its work by examining the
health and human services budget items. The Legislature continues to struggle over restoring Medi-Cal
cuts that occurred in 2011, including benefit and rate cuts. Significant items included:


Restoration of adult dental benefits - Senator Leno identified this as a top priority for Senate
Democrats. Adult dental benefits were partially restored on in 2014, but excluded many services.
The Senate proposal would restore partial dentures, root canals, laboratory-processed crowns,
periodontics and implants. The item has $66.8 million General Fund cost. The Committee held
the item open.



Medi-Cal Coverage Regardless of Immigration Status - The Senate adopted $40 million General
Fund in anticipation of SB 4 becoming state law. The Department of Finance (DOF) has concerns
with the proposal and noted that county indigent programs can serve this population. The
Committee held the item open.
o SB 4 was substantially narrowed coming out of Senate Appropriations to decrease the
costs of the bill. Originally, it would have expanded public health care programs (MediCal and Covered California) for undocumented individuals. As amended, SB 4 would
allow undocumented minors up to age 19 to enroll in Medi-Cal. It also allows
undocumented adults and families with higher incomes to buy non-subsidized coverage
through Covered California if the federal government approves it. The author estimated
240,000 minors would sign up for Medi-Cal. The LAO is estimating General Fund costs
of $20-150 million. The measure passed off the Senate floor on June 2 with unanimous
Democratic support and two Republican ‘aye’ votes, Senators Anthony Canella and Andy
Vidak, both of the Central Valley.



Medi-Cal Provider Rates - The Senate and Assembly took different actions to increase provider
rates and undo portions of the AB 97 (Chapter 3, Statutes of 2011) Medi-Cal provider rate cuts.
This item was held open.
o The Senate eliminated the ongoing Medi-Cal provider payment reductions for dental
provider ($30 million General Fund) and provided one-time funding to exempt half of the
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collection of the AB 97 retroactive recoupments in 2015-16 for distinct-part nursing
facilities ($6.9 million General Fund).
o The Assembly eliminated the ongoing and active recoupment of AB 97 Medi-Cal provider
payment reductions for all providers. Five percent would be restored on April 1, 2016 and
the remaining five percent would be restored April 1, 2017. The action did not forgive the
distinct-part nursing facilities recoupment. Budget year costs are $25.4 million General
Fund. At full implementation, this proposal costs $233 million General Fund.


County Administration Funding for Medi-Cal Eligibility - The two houses took the same actions
to provide an additional $31 million General Fund ($95.3 million total) above the May Revision
for county administration of Medi-Cal. However, this item was before Conference Committee
because the Assembly also adopted budget bill language allowing DOF to augment county
eligibility funding during the budget year if additional savings are identified. The Committee
approved the Assembly language.

There are also a number of high profile budget issues not in Conference Committee that will be
hammered out between Democratic leadership and the Governor, including revenue estimates (the
Legislature adopted the LAO’s estimate of $3 billion in additional revenues) and Proposition 98
expenditures.
Additionally, the 2015 budget includes $765 million in funding for pre 2004 local agency mandate claims
to cities, counties and special districts. Click here to read the memo sent to Betty Yee, California State
Controller, from the Department of Finance outlining the payment details for the state mandate
reimbursement payments. Note that each local agency’s principal payments are scheduled to be mailed
out on June 27, 2015 and actual interest payments will be mailed out in August.
The We Care for California Coalition has initiated its Medi-Cal Matters campaign, an effort to increase
Medi-Cal provider rates, in conjunction with the May/June budget process.
Coalition members include:














American Medical Response (AMR)
Anthem Blue Cross
Blue Shield of California
California Association of Physician Groups (CAPG)
California Dental Association (CDA)
California Hospital Association (CHA)
California Medical Association (CMA)
California Primary Care Association (CPCA)
Dignity Health
HealthNet
Kaiser Permanente
Molina Healthcare
SEIU-UHW
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The Coalition held a rally outside the State Capitol on June 2 with 5,000 attendees. Speakers at the event
included Dustin Corcoran (CMA), Senator Ed Hernandez, Carmela Castellano-Garcia (CPCA), Duane
Donner (CHA), Dave Regan (SEIU-UHW) and Assembly Member Rob Bonta. The Medi-Cal Matters
campaign includes social media, op-eds, and other press strategies. The rally included targeted legislative
visits.

Certified Healthcare District
Petaluma Healthcare District was recognized as a Certified Healthcare District at their Board meeting on
May 19. Petaluma joins Antelope Valley Healthcare District, Beach Cities Health District, John C.
Fremont Healthcare District, Palomar Health and Sequoia Healthcare District as an ACHD Certified
Healthcare District. Districts achieve Certification by demonstrating compliance with Public Agency
reporting requirements in the following areas:






Transparency
Website Content
Executive Compensation and Benefits
State Agency Reporting
Financial Reporting

Member Districts interested in applying for Certified Healthcare District status should contact Ken Cohen
at Ken.Cohen@achd.org.

Executive Director Update
I had the pleasure of joining the Petaluma Healthcare District to present their Healthcare District
Certification at their May board meeting and to also congratulate the Board on being named ACHD’s
Healthcare District of the Year. David McGhee and I also attended the Los Medanos Healthcare District
Annual Roof Top event, which was held to recognize and celebrate the District’s collaborative partners,
their grass roots programs and services, and their dedicated staff and volunteers.
This month, I have also had an opportunity to meet with the Executive Directors of the following
Agencies and Associations: California Special District Association, District Hospital Leadership Forum,
Northern and Central Hospital Council, Californians Allied for Patient Protection, Institute for Local
Government, and The County Medical Services Program (CMSP), which consists of 35 counties in
northern and central California.
CMSP is about to launch a grant project targeted to health care providers, including government, seeking
creative solutions to various manpower shortages. You will be hearing more about this potential grant
opportunity as it comes closer to fruition.
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ACHD and Via Consulting are discussing a grant funded project to do research in the area of best
practices in governance by Healthcare Districts. Project objectives are to:
 Identify structures, processes and practices which promote effective governance
 Elicit feedback on barriers/challenges to effective governance
 Collect data on real-life governance success stories as well as efforts that were not successful
The end product would be a formal written report to be shared with ACHD Members and perhaps ACHD
collaborative partners.
ACHD is pleased to announce that we will be updating our downtown office space next month. Our goal
is to create a modern environment that captures the spirit of California’s Healthcare Districts for all who
visit. We would like to place photographs on our office walls featuring Districts throughout the state.
Originals or copies of historical pictures of your District, including staff in front of District buildings, or
any pictures you believe reflects your District best are much appreciated. Please send pictures to ACHD’s
Legislative Assistant, Samantha Kesner, at Samantha.Kesner@achd.org or mail them to 1215 K St., Suite
2005 Sacramento, CA 95814. It would be helpful if you could send all pictures by June 12, 2015. Thank
you for your help in creating an office environment that will reflect the diversity and strength of our
membership.
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